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LAWRENCE MAYOR 


Com. Concil. tent. Viceſmo ſeptimo die Jarwarii, Ano 
. Dom. 1664. Annoque Regni Regs Caro Secundi 
nunc Anghiz, SEC. Dec. ſextv. 


HE Right Honourable the Lord Mayor , ſignifying unto 
this Court, that ſeveral Complaints have been made to 
the Court of Aldermen, of the late Raiſing of the Prizes, 

| and abuſes uſed in the Meaſure and Weight of Coats ; 

| And that His MAaJzsTY hath alſo taken notice thereof 
to his Lordſhip, and ſignified His Pleaſure, That ſome ſpeedy courſe 

be taken for remedy therein, And that ſeveral Judges of the Land , 

and other great Perſonages have diſcourſed and given advice to his 

Lordſhip'to like purpoſe... nee un ty 5: 

-- And further, That a Committee of the Court of Aldermen, ap- 
potnted upon this occaſion, have - ( upon a diligent inquiry into the 
cauſes of the {aid Complaints). repreſented the ſame, together with 

{ome means for remedy thereof, ina Report to the {aid Court of Al- 

dermen ; which upon deſire of this Court; was now Read for their 

better Information. TEE A CY 
Jt is therefoze thought fit and Dzdered, That the {aid Committee 
of the Court of Aldermen, namely, Sir William Turner, Sir Richard 

Rives, Mr. Fl Be Hooker, Mr. Alderman T homas Boufoy, together 


with Sir William Bateman, Sir Arthur Ingram, Mr. Deputy Newzl, 
Mr. Deputy” Fluelliz , Sir T homas Chamberlain , Mr. Penning ; Collonel 
Cleggatt, and Mr. Deputy Canhams, or any two. of the ſaid Aldermen , 
and four of the ſaid Commoners, ſhall take further conſideration of 
the ſaid Complaints and Abulſes, and of the moſt ſpeedy and effeQual 
means to remedy the ſame, for the general good of His MAaJzsTIES 
Subjets, in and about this City ; and parts adjacent , and vindication 
of the Government and good Order of the ſame City from ſuch Aſper- 
fions and prejudice, as (by relation) are imputed to it; by occaſion 
of the ſaid Complaints and Abuſes ; And certify unto this Court in 
writing under their Hands, how they find the ſame, and their Opinions 
therein ; and Richard Hind to warn and attend them. 
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LAWRENCE MAYOR. 


Com. Concil. tent. Decimo quarto die Februarii, Anno Dom. 1 664. 
Anno Regni Regis CAROL nunc Angliz, &c. Decimo ſeptimo. 


HIS Day the Committee appointed by late Order of this 

Court, to conſider of feveral Abuſes complained to be com- 

mitted by. the Woodmongers, in and about the Price, Meaſure, 

| and Weight of Coals, &c. And of Remedies for the ſame, 

did deliver into this Court a Report in Writing under their Hands , 

how they find the ſame, and therr Opinions; the Tenor whereof 1s as 
followeth , viz. 


To the Right Honourable the LORD MAYOR, the 
Right Worſhiptul the ALDERMEN his Brethren ; 
and Commons of the City of London, in Common- 


Council aflembled. 


' Hereas by a late Ordey of this Honourable Conrt , intimating 
the Complaints lately made to your good - Lordſhip , and the 
| Court of Allermien , of the exceſſive Prizes and Dereits 
++ * -* #ſed inthe Mexſuwve and. Weight of Coals; and that His 
MAJESTY had taken notice thereof, and ſignified his pleaſure for ſome 
ſpeedy courſe to remedy the ſame; alſo that ſeveral of the Fudges and other 
great Perſonages had diferarf ed thereof, and given advice to your Lordſhip 
to like purpoſe , which had occaſiowed AR inquiry to be made into the cau ſes of 
the ſaid complaints; by a Committee therefore appointed by your Lordſhip, and 
the ſaid Court of Aldermen ; whoſe Report thereof, was then read in this 
Conrt for their better information, and this Court was pleaſed thereupon to 
refer it unto ns, whoſe Names are ſubſcribed , to take further conſideration of 
the ſaid Matters , and of the muſt ſpeedy and effettual Means to redrefi the 
ſame. Now We, the ſaid Committees , ao humbly certifie , that We have 
heard and received the Evidence and Information offered by diverſe knowing 
and-credible Perſons, touching the [aid Complaints and Abuſes, and (beſides 
that many of the particulars are notorious and obvious to common Experience) 
do find upon the ſaid Informations , which the Parties reſpettively av offer to 
confirm by their Oaths , That the Citizens ani Inhabitants of London, and 
Parts adjacent , ao lie under an intollerable grievance in the Caſes above 
mentioned, brought upon them by the Wood:mongers , as by a ſummary 
Hcrompt of their Prattices and Abuſes Sontained in the enſuing particulars , 
more plainly may appear. : 
And firſt, Tonching the Price of Sea-Coals, it appears, that the fame ts, 
and is uſed and ſubjeit to be raiſed by the Wood-mongers , at their ow 
pleaſure, and that by theſe ſeveral means and prattifes, efperially, Firlt, iy 
| | Wood- 


w 
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Wovod-mongers pretending to the ſole Trade of retailing Coals, and aiming 
fo compaſs the ſame, and to exclude all others, have, in order to that end , 
Firſt obtained diverſe, and do take all opportunities to obtain more of the 
Wharf in and about the City, into their own hands , and do convert ſo many 
4s can be ſpared from their own occaſions, to other uſes, binding their Tenants 
- ander ſtrickt Covenants and Limitations , mot to tmploy the ſame , or but 
wery ſparingly , for the Landing or Selling of Coals, That by depriving 

others, they only may have thoſe advantages of Landing , Storing, anil 
Selling of that and all other Fuel. 

Secondly, where they cannot obtain poſſeſſion of any other Fuel-wharfs in 
their way, they deal with the Owners to change the ſame to other uſes. 

Thirdly , They diſturb and hinder the Coal-Ships from Unlading at 
Smarts Key, {as was formerly uſed) and 9ther known and convenient Keys 
and places, ſo to compel them to their own Wharfs , whereby the Citizens 
and others, are diſappointed of Buying there at the firſt hand, and by the 
good Meaſure f the Coal-Meters, and of the ready carriage they were wont 
zo have from thoſe places. : 

Fourthly, T hey labour to ſuppreſs all others that deal in Retailing of Coals, 
denying them for Engroſſers, and impoſing upon the eaſter and meaner ſort , 
Avbitrary Fines , and proſecuting others at Law, denying to all the benefit of 
Carr-rooms, or the uſe of the Town Carrs to ſerve ale Cuſtomers, and 
puniſhing the Carr-men with penalties and troubles, and ſeizure of their 
Carrs; tif they diſcover them in ſuch Imployment , . fo to conftrain them to 
keep up their ſtores to their lofſ, andthe Tablick damage ; or to put them off to 
the Wood-mongers «pox: their own terms , for their better advantage of 
raiſing the Price, when thby have engroſſed the whole Store in their own hands. 
Whereas deed, the Buying and Selling of Coals , is but an accident to the 
Wood-mongers Trade , and free for y. A fo uſe as themſelves, and t9 
encourage the multiplicity of Traders in Vittnal and Fuel , (efpecially, that 
are not united into one Society and Combination.) . hath been cver held a moſt 
certain means to keep down the Price of thoſe Proviſions, and at this time, 
we find thoſe other Retailers willing to Sell by the juſt Meaſures, and at much 
lower Rates thay the Wood-mongers ao, if they could be ſupplyed with Carrs 
zo ſerve out their Coals to the Buyers. TE 

Fifthly , They generally obſtrutt their own Apprentices , after their times 
are expired , from Setting up, by diſappointing them of Wharfs, and 
denying them Carr-rooms, as a further means t0 continue the T rade Engroſſea 
in a few hands. PONY IT T3, 

Sixthly , They deny their own, nor will ſuffer, but in all they can, dif: 
courage and hinder the Town Carrs from carrying home the Coals of private 
Parfite , which are not bought of themſelves , thereby hinaring all Perſons 
of ſupplies from the Ships at the firſt hand , where they would recerve much 
better Meaſure, beſides the advantage of the Ingrain, and at far eaſter Prizes 
thay are afforded by the Wood-mongers ; ſo that if theſe reſtraints be 
put upon the Trade by the Wood-mongers , for their owe private Gain, in 4 
time of ſo vaſt increaſe of Houſes and Inhabitants, within this City, and 
parts adjacent, an advance of the Price of Sea-Coals muſt neceſſarily enſue. 
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Secondly , The Wood-mongers having by the means before mentioned, 
ſo far prevailed, to obſtrutt the Dealing of all others, aud to obtain unto 
their own hands the ſole Trade of Coals, have uſed of late by confederacy 
(after they have competently ſtored themſelves) to with-draw and abſent from 
the City ſeveral days, upon arrival of the Summer Coal-Fleet , retarding. 
the ſame at dead Markets , imideſign to diſappoint a Voyage , 'and ſo upon. 
pretence and colour of ſcarcity, to raiſe the Price afterwards at their own 
will, Whereas, If they gave thewonted quick diſpatch or diſcharge of ſuch 
Fleets, the ſame might, (as is credibly informed) make of taer returns for the 
ſtore ana {pps E the City. | | 

Thir ly , They agree (as may beſt ſerve their turns) in Summer time, 
to lay afiae a Carr-room or more 4 piece , to promote a Winter Trade, by 


reſtraining and diſabling themſelves to ſerve out their Fuel in the Surnmer 


and cheapeſt time , that by pretence of over-much Work , they may defer. 
their Cuſtomers to the latter and dearer Seaſons of the Tear ; and if any 
happen to make timely and cheaper contratts , they often force them, notwith- 

anding , to pay the Rates of the latter or dearer Seaſon, mhich themſelves 
have choſe for delivery of the Coals. 

Fourthly , 1t hath beer further obſerved of the Wood-mongers , upozr 
their late raiſing the Price of Coals , that thereupon , they alſo raiſed and 
diſperſed a Report and rumour, that a Price was about to be ſet by the 
epfire and Authority of this City, upon Sea-Coals , thereby to diſcourage 

inder the bringing in of. any more Coals, till they had uttered their own 
Stores at the preſent dear or dearer Rates. | Ts 

Secondly, Tonching the Wood-mongers Abuſes in the Meafure aud 
Weight of Coals , the ſame are evidenced in the following particulars. 

Firſt, That they Buy by the juſt and Lawful Meaſures of the City , and 
Sell by the leff and Unlawful Sacks, which are made by their own Oratr , 
Sized and Licenſed for Twelve pence a Sett , at their Common-Hall, azd 
enjoyned (with a prohibition of the Coal-Meters) to be uſed by all the. Company, 
whereby, and by other Artifices, they make Twenty three , and Twenty four 
Chaldron of a Score. And if by the Coal-Meters means , or any omiſſion , 
or unskilfulneſs of their own Servants , they are diſappointed of thoſe yg 
advantages , they fall upon them with evil and reviling Language , as the 
Authors of” ſome unuſual and great injury to them, 

Secondly , If any go about to Meaſure their ſaid unlawful Sacks, (which 
generally want three or four Buſhels in a Chalaron) the Carr-men , if they 
diſcover the Meters , will, to avoid them , drive away, and rather go far 
about , and carry back their Coals , than ſubjec? them to be Meaſured. And 
the Wood-mongers 4o give -notice and an ill Charatter of ſuch Perſon in 
their Company , that all may beware or avoid to ſerve him with Coals for 
the future, | 

Thirdly , T hey pradtice alike , or greater deceipt in the Weight of Pitt 
Coals , which by ſome have been diſcovered to Sell under Weight above Four 
hundred, and ſometimes Six hundred in a Tun. | 

Fourthly , zhey allure by Compsſitions, and deter by vexatious Attions, and 
Pk dh ſuch as are imployed , or go about to proſecute any Wood-monger 
for acceipt in the Weight or Meaſure of their Coals. 5 

And 


Hg 


Ez 


And »9 leſs are their Abuſes ( as is likewiſe atteſled ) ia the Buying ani 
Selling of Wood, which contrary to Law, ana many good Atts of Common- 
Council, they «ſually for their greater gain, go down and deal for in the 
Comntry,allow:ng it, to be Cut and made up under ifſ32e, COnditicning toabitein 
Price for the ſame accordingly ; inſomuch, that the Billets which they Buy at 
Eleven or Twelve Shillings , they ſell again for Two and Twenty Shillings 4 
Thouſand : Whereas no Fire-Wood ought tobe Bought by the Wood-mongers, 
zill it be brought up to the City and viewed,and found to be of r06d affize,and the 
Price ſet thereon by the Lord Mayor, and that it have lain upon th: Water int 
Winter Eight Hours , and in Summer Twelve Honrs, for any Citizen or 
Private Perſon to furniſh for their own uſe. | 

It i further complained and very evident , that there being about Filty of 
the Number of Carr-men of the Poorer ſort, who had Carr-rooms , and were 
called Pentioners to the Company of Wood-mongers, the ſaid Company 
deſi2ning to advance a Sun w; Money for their common uſe upon the ſaid Poor 
Men , aid propoſe to them either to take Twenty Pounds a prece, and reſion 
their ſaid Carr-rooms , or to ghve and pay ſo much to the ſaid Company and 
retain thein , and did thereupon inforce the ſaid Poor Mem to raiſe and pay 
Twenty Pounds a piece, (amounting in all to a Thouſand Pounas,or thereabouts ) 
to contitine the benefit of their ſaid Carr-rooms, which many of them were ver 
unable tc do, being in want before, for the relief and livelihood of themſetves 
and their Families, ORE I: os 

Now , for remedy of the before mentioned Evils and Abuſes of the Wood- 
mongers ; 4d Firſt, of inhancing the price of Sea-Coal, We think fit , 

&> I. That the Att of Common-Council , made the Tenth of May, 
2n the Tear 1661. whereby the ſaid Company are reinveſted with the Govern- 
ment of Carts, &C. and the Number limitted to Four Hundred and Twenty, 
. and of them One Hundred and Forty afſiened to the Wharfs , for Carriage of 
Fuel, and by means of which Ai, the Wood-mongers (as # conceived) as 
afom the power and advantages of thoſe prattices, be repealed, or ſo altered, 
that the whole Number of Carrs may be at liberty (as they were before) for the 
Carriage of Coals and other Fuel, Aid rhas ir may nor be in the Wood-mion gers 
power #0 hinder, but that all that will may Buy,either for thetr own uſe,or to Sell 
apain, and have free libertie to Land, Wn-load, and Meaſure their Coals at 
any Common W. arfs and Keys, or other convenient places, and Carts to carry 
them home at their own pleaſure. —-* | 

Secondly , T hat there be ſome conſiderable ſtock of Coals (by ſuch means as 
this Court ſhall think fit) provided yearly, ( as hath been formerly intended) at 
the cheapeſt, and ſold out at the deareſt Seaſons of the year, to keep down the 
Price upon any emergent occaſion , eſpecially for the help and relief of the Poor. 

_Mhirdly , That when it is found expedient a Price to be ſet upon Coals , 
according to the Cuſtom of the City. Re | 

Secondly , To prevent the ſaid deceits in falſe Meaſures ; and Weight of 
Coals, We think fit. | n 

> Firſt, That the Wood-mongers be not permitted ro keep any Carrs 
zo therr Wharfs, but that all be Street Carrs , and imployed for the Carriage 
of Fuel as for any other Work: | 

. Secondly, That the Wood:mongers, and all other Traders on _— 
| | SE 


[6 | 
be ftriftly held for time to come, not to ſend abroad any Coals Sold or Contratted 
for, in any Sacks, other than the Sea-Coal-Meters, and to carry along in their 
Carts a Lawful Sealed Buſhel, Nineteen Inches in Breadth, and Seven Inches 
and a half in Depth , (and that like Sealed Buſhels be kept in every Pariſh) 
for every Buyer that will, to Meaſure his own Coals as they are brought home, 
a in and by an Aft of Common-Council , made the Seventh of September, 
1632. aud many former and other good Acts and Orders is more fully 
enjoyned and directed, | | 

Thirdly , That for avoiding deceit in the Weight in Pit-Coals , every 
Buyer may uſe a Meter , who upon Requeſt , is t0 attend to WW, eizh the Coals 
at the Buying , or bringing home of the ſame. | 

And laſtly, To remedy the falſe Size and High Price of Wood, We 
concetve the ſame cannot L. better effected , than by executing the Atts and 
Laws in force , which expoſe all Billets and Faggots under Size tobe Seized, 
end Forfeited, and do ' by id the Sale of any Fire-wood to the Wood-mongers 
and Retailers , till the ſame be brought to ſuch Key as the Lord Mayor ſhall 
> , and have lain upon the Water Eight Hours in Winter, and 

welve in the Summer, for private Perſons to furniſh themſelves , and 
that the Lord Mayor have ſet thereupon a Price, (as was heretofore uſed to 
be done) to be kept and obſerved under ſevere Penalties and Forfeitures. 


And ſo we: humbly ſubmit the Premiſts to the better 
Judgment and Conſideration of this Honourable Court, 
this 14th. Day of February, 1664. ER 


Upon Reading whereof , as alſo of a Petition of the Maſter , 
Wardens, and Aſſiſtants of the ſaid Company, and of ſome overtures 
touching the Surrendring up the Leaſe made to the ſaid Company , 
and of the Government of Carrs and Carr-men within this City 
and Liberties ; this Court doth defer their further proceedings there- 
upon till the ſaid Company ſhall give their Anſwer touching the 
Surrendring up the {aid Leaſe. | 


LAWRENCE MAYOR. 


Com. Concil. tent. Decimo ſeptimo die Februarii, Anno Dom. 1 664. 
Anno Regni Regis CaroL II. nunc Anglie, &c. Decimo ſeptimo. 


Wood-mongers did ſurrender up the Leaſe made unto the ſaid 
Company, under the Common Seal of this City, in the time 

of the Mayoralty of Sir Richard Brown, Knight and Baronet, 

touching the Government of Carrs, Carr-men, and Carr-rooms, and 
the counterpart of the ſame Leaſe, Sealed to the City, was delivered up 
unto the Maſter and Wardens, and a- Bond, under the, Common Seal 
of the ſaid Company, for rl wr of One Hundred and Fifty Pounds 

5 


per aunum to the ule of Chriſts-Hoſpitat, for the term of Sixty and One 
| Years 


' T this Court , the Maſter and Wardens of the Company of 


J 


EE] 


Years in the ſame Leaſe contained, and lately remaining in the Chamber 
of Lozdor , not being to be found for the preſent , a Releaſe of the ſame 
Bond under the Common Seal of this City was Read and Sealed in open 
Court, the Tenor whereof followeth. _ | | 

Whereas, the late Maſter, Wardens and Affiftants of the Fellow- 
ſhip of Wood-mongers, London, have by their Obligation under the 
Common Seal of the {aid Corporation, bearing Date the Twenty third 
day of July, in the Thirteenth Year of the Reign of Our Soveragn 
Lord CHARLES the Second, by the Grace of God of England, 
Scotland, France, and Ireland, KING; Defender of the Faith, &c. 
Bound themſelves and their Succeſſors to the Mayor , Commonalty , 
and Citizens of the City of Lozdon, in the Sum or penalty of One 
Thouſand Pounds , with condition thereon Endorfed , for the true and 
lure Payment of the Sum of One Hundred and My Pounds yearly , 
and every year during the term of Sixty one years, from the Twenty 
fourth day of June rhen laſt paſt, at two ſeveral Payments, by even and 
equal portions, that is to ſay : At the Feaſt of the Birth of Our Lord, 
Seventy five Pounds, at the Feaſt of St. Joh Baptiſt, Seventy five 
Pounds ; of within Forty days after each of the faid Feaft days, to the 
Treaſurer of Chri/t- Ann , for the time being, for the maintenance 
of the Poor Children therein harhoured, asin and by the faid Obligation 
and Condition, could the ſame be produced , more fully and plainly 
may appear. | ons E | | 

Now know all met by theſe preſents, That the Mayor ; Com- 
monalty ; and Citizens of the City of Lazdoen, for divers good cauſes 
and conſiderations hereunto moving, have remifed,' releaſed, cleared, 
 andquit-claimed, and by theſe Preſents for them and their Succeffors, 
fully, clearly, and abſolutely Remiſe, Releaſe, and for ever quit-Ulaim 
unto the Maſter, Wardens, and Afiſtancs , of the Fellowſhip of Wood. 
mongers, and their Succeſſors, the aforeſaid Obligation and Condition 
thereof,and all and all manner of Ations,and Cautes of Aftions,Plaints; 
Proceſs, Suits and Demands whatſoever, which the faid Mayor , Com- 
monalty, and Citizens, againſt the ſaid Maſter, Wardens, and Aſſiſtants, 
or their Succeſſors ever had, now have, or at any time hereafter may or 
might have, by reaſon or means of the ſaid Obligations and Conditions 
thereof in any wiſe howſoever. 

Jn witneſs whereof , The faid Mayor ,, Commonalty, and Citi- 
zens, have cauſed their Common Seal to be put to theſe Preſents, Dated 
the Seventeenth day of February, Anno Dom. One Thouſand Six Hun- 
dred Sixty and Four, in the Seventeenth Year of the Reign of Our 
SoveraignLord, CHARLES the Second, by the Grace of God of 
Erglai 7 Scotland, Frante, and Ireland, KING; Defender of the 
Faith, @c. | FT | | 

Ind it was Reſalved that. the thanks of this Court be returned to 
the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, and alſo to Sir William Turner, 
Knight and Alderman, and the reſt of the Committee appointed by 
this Court, forthe management of the aforeſaid affair ; for their great 

eand pains taken therein. 


[8] 
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Pon this Report , &c. The Government of the Carrs was taken 
from the Company of Wood-mongers ; And by A of Com- 
mon-Council, bearing Date the Twenty firſt day of June, 

| 1665. were placed :n the Preſident and Governors of Chriſt- 
Hoſpital, and by that Act amongſt other things is as followeth. | 
And for the prevention of ſuch Deceipt hereafter , as divers Wood- 
mongers have Pradtiſed in the Sale and Meaſure of their Coals, Tt is 
EnaSied , That all Sea-Coals hereafter to be Sola, or WUttered by Retail, 
by any Perſon or Perſons whatſoever , ſhall be filled ad brought home to 
the Borer] in the Sea-Cole-Meters Sacks, or ſuch other Sacks as contain 
the full Meaſure of the Sea-Cole-Meters Sacks, and ire and ſhall be 
Marked by the Kyeper of the Guild-Hall for the time being , according 
zo an Order of the Court: of Aldermen , made the Twenty fifth day of 
Oftober, 2 the time of the Mayoralty of Sir Thomas Cambell, 
Knight , deſeaced ; and carried by ſome Street Carr or Carts , of Perſons 
duly Licenſed and Allowed as aforeſaid , and bearing upon the ſame Cirrs 
the Mark of the Red-Croſs, for a Note of their Allowance, as hath 
antiently been accuſtomed. | | 
* The Governors of Chriſt-Hoſpital , together with the Fellowſhip of 
Carr-Men , have been at great Charges in. Suits of Law, to bring the 
ſaid Wood-mongers or Retailers in Fuel to a compliance with the {e6e 
Af of Common-Council ; They with their Purſes and Perſons, have 
Zn all Courts oppoſed the ſame, ſome of them well knowing , that if 
the Carr-Men Toad be permitted to carry Fuel, they ſhould loſe great 
Sums of Money yearly, which they now get by the delivery of ſhort 
Meaſure, and "Ta of them have been Inaitted at Seſſions for delivering 


ſometimes two Buſhels, and ſometimes three Buſhels ſhort in a Load 


of Coals. | 
The Argument about this by Law in the Exchequer , and at the Kings- 


Bench-Bar have zot been yet determined , by reaſon ſome few things ſhould 


. be added wm them by Law , which the Governors do earneſtly pray the Com- 


aon-Council zo av. 
- The Honourable Houſe of Commons, January the 29th 4.1673. 
Ordered, That a Bill ſhould be prepared by a Committee then named , for 
the Regulating and Aſcertaining the Meaſure of Coals , and Abuſes in the 
Sale of Wood. | | 

The Sixteenth of February, 1673. The Committee Reports , They had 
prepares a Bill, and delivered it in, which was Read, and Ordered a 


ſecond Reading. | 
1 he Twenty fourth of February, 1673. The Parliament was Prorogued, 
ſo that the Bill recerved no further debate at that time. ; 
The Sixth of March, 1674. His MAJESTY was Gractonſly pleaſed te 


ſend to the City this Letter following. 
CHARLES 


em 


fr 
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CHARLES -R. 


d 67; and Well-beloved, We Greet you well, 


Whereas We are given to underſtand, That in this 
2A laſt Seſfion of Parlament, by Order of the Houſe 
of Commons , a Bill was prepared and Read , - for the Re- 
gularing Abuſes in the Meaſure of Coal and Wood, within 
that Our City of London, Borough of Southwark , Liberties 
of the Tower of London , St. Katherines , and Eaſt-Smithfield, 
bur the ſaid Bill not having been paſſed into an A&, by 
reaſon of the Prorogation., and the ſaid Abuſes ſtill con- 
rinuing to the great Oppreſſion and'Grievance of Our good 
Subjects, We have thought fit © hereby to recommend to 
you in an eſpecial Manner, . the Regulation thereof, and 


as well the parting in Execution all Orders already made, 
| for and towards t 


e Redrefling all Abuſes and Deccits of 
that kind, as the making ſuch- Orders as may totally 
prevent the fame for the furure; Wherein We cannot doubc 
of your particular Care, and ſo We bid . you Farewel. 
Given at Our Court at White- Hall , the Sixth day of March, 
1 673. inthe Twenty ſixth year of Our Reign. 


By His Majefties ſpecial Command, 


ARLINGTON 


To Our Trufty and Well-beloved Sir William 
Hooker, Kmeght ; Lord. Mayor of Our 
 Ciy of LonDoN, and to the Aldermen 
and Common-Comicit of that Our City, 
E HOOKER 
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HOOKER MATOR. 


Com. Concil. tent. in Camera Guild-Hall Civit. Lond. die 
Martis decimo nono die Mai, Anno Dom. 16574. Anno- 
que Regni Regis Caroli Secundi, ec. viceſiimg ſexto. 


T* this Court was Preſented and Read His MAJESTIES Letter, 
diretted to this Court , Dated at White-Hall , the Sixth 'day of 

; March, laſt paſt, ſetting forth, That Ha MaJusSTyY had 
- ." beengiven to underſtand, that in the laſt Seſſions of Parliament, 
by Order 4 the Houſe of Commons , a Bill was prepared and. Read for 
the Regulating the Abuſes in the Meaſures of Coats and Wood within 
this City ,” Borough of Southwark , Liberties of the Tower of London, 
Sr. Katherines , ad Eaſt-Smithfield ; but the [azd Bill, - not paſſing into 
aw Att , by reaſon of the Prorogation , and the ſame Abuſes ſtill continuing, 
to the great oppreſſions and grievance of His MAaJESTIES Subjects : 
Therefore His MAJESTY was Gractouſly pleaſed by his ſaid Letter , to 
recommend to this Court in eſpecial manner the regulating thereof: Anda 
well the putting in exeention all Orders already made , for and tomards 
the redrefſing all Abufes and Deceits of that kind, as the making ſuch 
Orders as may totally prevent the Fry for the future ; This Court in 
Obedience to the ſaid Command , aoth wmominate and appoint Sir John 
Frederick , Sir William Turner , $S#r Richard Ford, $:r John Moore, 
Kyights Aldermen; Sir Robert Jeoffories, and Sir Thomas Player, 
Kpights ; William Fluellin E/q; Dr. Pilkinton, 24. Tomſon., Major 
Gunfſton, Mr. Short , and Mr. Turgis , Commoners; or any Two of the 


ſaid Aldermen, and Four of the Commoners , to be a Committee , forth- 


with to meet and conſult what is fit to be done, for redreſſing the ſame Abuſes, 
and Report their Opinions therein to this Court, and Willam Bird to Warn 


and Attend them. 
Wagſtafte, 


<— 


| ————— 


The Committe thus appointed to conſider of His MajesT1EsS Letter, 
never met (as is conceived) for what reaſon is not known. 


the AR made in Sir John Lawrence Mayoralty, and makes 
another AQ in the Mayoralty of Sir Thomas Davies, with 
ſuch amendments as the Judges directed ;. particularly the 
Lord Chief Juſtice Hales, notwithſtanding the then clamours of the 
Wood-mongers (as now) who to excuſe themſelves for delivering ſhort 
Meaſure, complain'd that the Buſhel did not agree with the Fatt, which 
was tryed by a Committee appointed for that purpoſe, in preſence of 
diverſe of the Wocd-mongers, and it was found that the Buſhel and the . 


Fatt did agree. Af 


FT Common-Council the Second of April, 1677. repeales 


[4x] =E 

Afterwards Mr. John Veere Trader in Fuel , (whoalthough he hath 
the Honour to fit in Common-Council , yet will acknowlege if asked 
the queſtion he lath ſeveral times been convifted: for abuſing the 
People in their Meaſure of Coals, and Fined for the ſame) he cauſed the 
By-Law made in the Mayoralty of Sir T homas Davies, to be removed 
into the Exchequer , where it lay a conſiderable time by reaſon of the 
Change and Death of ſome of the Barons ; bur at laſt was argued by 
Council on both ſides: And in Hillary Term 1 6Ya. the Barons 
gave their judgment that the By-Law was only Jeficiets in this part 
viz, The taking a Rent and Fine for admiſſion to work a Cart, which 
looked like a Monopoly, or words to this effe&. 

The Common-Council being deſirous to make ſuch an A&, as might 
hold good in any of the Courts above , defires the Committee of the 
Markets forthwith to meet to peruſe and amend the faid AQ, as by 
the Order following appears. | 


CLAYTON MATOR. 


Com. Concil. tent; in Camer. Gwuild-Hall, Civit. Londt. die 
veneris viceſlimo die February, Anno Dom. 1679. Anno- 
que Regni Regis CaroL1 Secundi, exc. Triceflimo ſecundo. 


F HIS Court doth now refer a late A## of this Court Intituled 


an Act for the Government of Carrs, Carts, Car-rooms, Carters 

and Carr-men , and for the prevention of Fraud in the Buying 

and Selling of Coals , to the Committee for the Markets, to be 
them ſpeedily ruſe” and amended in ſuch parts thereof” as My. Recorder 
ſhall adviſe, ana then to be preſented unto this Court. 


Whereupon the Committee met and made the report following , 


To the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and 


Commons of this City of Loxdon, in Common-Council aſſembled: 


E the Committee for managing the publick Markets of this 

V / City, have in purſuance of an Order of this Honourable 
Court, Dated the 20th. Day of February, 1679. 

ſeriouſly conſidered of , and debated the Bill herewith 

preſented, and every part and paragraph thereof, wherein alſo we have as 
may appear by the ſubſcription thereof, had the advice and afſiftance of 
Mr. Recorder , who did in the peruſual thereof peruſe alſo his Notes of 
the late Agreements of the Barons of the Exchequer upon this ſubject , 
and'we are) humbly of opinion that this Bill may reaſonably paſs into an 
AG of this Honourable Court, in the ng of that which was to us referred 
«4s aforeſaid, all which notwithſtanding we humbly ſubmit to the grave 
W 5 Fl of this Honourable Court, Dated the Ninth Day of July, 1 680. 


Pat: Ward, John Flayel, 

Tames Smith, George Sitwell, 
Gab. Wettenhall; Tho. Moffett M 
The 


[ 12 | , 


The Wood-mongers or Traders in Fuel preſented their petition to the 
Court of Common-Council, praying they might have a Copy of the” 
Bill ro conſider of, upon which the Common-Council made the 
Order following , 


Com. Concil.tent.in Cam. Guild-Hall,Civit. Londi. die mercur. 
6 die Ofobri$, 1680. Cor. Rob. Clayton , Mile, Major. 


T this Court th: Committee for the Markets , to whom an At of 
this Court, (Tntituled An Ad for the Government of Carrs, Carts, © 
Carr-rooms, Carters ana Car-men; and for prevention of * 
Fraud in Buying and Selling off Coals) was by rhis Court referred , 

to be amended in ſuch parts thereof as Mr. Recorder ſhould adviſe, brought 
in a Report, togeth:r with a draught of a new Bill touching the ſaid Carrs , 
to be preſented and paſſed into an Ad of+ this Conrt ;, the Tennor of nhich 
ſaid Report followeth in theſe words , viz. To the Right Honourable, &c. 
Which Report being here Read, together with the ſaid new Bill, and upon 
Reading of the Petition of ſev:ral Wood-mongers , praying that they 
»1:y have a Copy of the ſaid Bill , and their Objections h:ard before the 
Paſſing the ſame, this Court aoth refer the further Conſideration of the ſard Bill 
zo the ſaid Committee for the Markets,and Sir John Lawrence,axd Sir John 
Shorter , Kyxights, Alderm*n, are now by this. Court added to the ſaid 
Committee, and the ſaid Wood-mongers to appear and make their Objett- 
tons to the ſaid Committee , and to have one or more Copies of the ſaid Bill 
zf they ſhall deſire it. And it is further Ordered , That any Member ef this 
Court may repair to the ſaid Committee at their meetings , and there aeclare 
his or their opinions to any part of the ſaid Bull ; and that the ſaid Committee 
do meet together on Friday next in the Afternoon , in order thereunto, taking | 
the ſame into ſpeedy Conſideration, and make their Report here at the next 
Conrt. 


Wagſtaffe. 


The Committee met the Eighth of Oober, 1680. And the Wood- 
mongers by their Council by word of Mouth, fay, that the Bill in all the 
parts of it is nought , and delivered their Reaſons in writing. 


hat ” 
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The Carr-men thereupon -preſented their petition, deſiring they 
might conſider of the Wood-mongers realons, and give their Anſwer; 
the Committee ordered them a Copy of the reaſons; And the Carr- 
men by their Council by word of Mouth, ſay, that the Bill inall the 
parts of it, is good in Law, andin writing delivered their Anſwer 
to the Wood-mongers Reaſons. , | 


8: adj wed 
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To the Right Honourable Sir RoBtxT CLayToON, Kmipht, 
Lord Mayor of this Honourable City of London, the 
Worſbipful the ALDERMEN thereof, and the Commons 
appointed by Common-Council, to conſider of the Bill relating 
to the Carr-men and Fuellers, heretofore called Wood- 
mongers, when mcorporated. 


The Carr-mens's Anſwers, to the Reaſons offered by the Fuellers, againſt 
the Bill now under four Conlideration. 


Right Honourable, &c, 

| E having had daily experience of your great induſtry, and 
earneſt endeavours to eſtabliſh wholſom Laws for the 
Government of this great and Honourable City; do in the 
firſt place acknowlege your great Juſtice and Compaſhon 
towards us and our Families, in vouchſaving us a Copy 
| of thoſe Reaſons offered againſt this Bill, and giving us the 
Freedom and Liberty of being heard, in Anſwer to what has been obje&ted 
. againſt this Bill, wherein We and our Families are fo nearly concern'd ; that We 
 hopenecxt to the Publick good of this City, you will pleaſe to take our Condition 
into Conſideration, who cannot ſubſiſt it you permit the Fuellers to ear the Bread 
out of our Mouths, by ingtoſling ſeveral Trades, v/z. Traders in Fuel, Wh :rfingers, 
Liter-men, and Carr-men, contrary to what has been heretofore practiſed by them 
or allowed by this Honourable City. . 

In the next place, We humbly detire to mind you of the former TranſaQions , 
in ſeveral Committees and Common-Councils upon the Subject matter of this 
Bill, wherein the Fzellers were not wanting to themſelves in ſtirring up all the 
imaginable obje&tions that could be thought on , to oppoſe the paſſing of Ads, 
made both in Sir John Lawrexce his Mayoralty , and Sir 7homas Dawies's time : 
And when their endeavours proved ineffettual there, then they thought fit in 
oppolitton to the Government of this Honourable City, to controvert the Legality 


of both thoſe Atts in Weſtminſter-Hall ; and would now oppoſe thepaſſing of this 


| Bill, though it have received the approbation. and countenance of the Courts of 
Juſtice for its great uſefulneſs to the City in general , and for the Legality of ir as 
t now remains under your Conſideration. 

But notwithſtanding the opinion of the Court of Exchequer ,. they have by 
their Council aſſerted that this Bill is illegal in all the parts of 1t ; And if fo, there 


is no doubt but they who have hitherto bin fo violent in oppoſing the Government 
of the City , will {till endeavour to Right themſelves elſewhere ; and if they can 


effect what they deſire, this Bill will not much concern them. 
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In the ſecond place they tell us, in the Tenth ohject:on againſt the Bill, that 


they do not work for hire; and if that be ſo, Weare humbly of opinion that 
they are not comprized within this Law ; but certainly they do not believe them- 


ſelves in either of theſe two particulars, when they have thought fit to add 


Thirteen particular Reaſons againſt the paſſing of this Bill, which are alltogether 
unneceſſary and impertinent, it either of their former atſertions be true: 

We ſhall not need to mind you of the Frauds and Deceipts in Weight and 
Meaſure, which ſome of the Frelkers have been already convicted of, and 
found ſhort in (a Catalogue of which We have here to ſhow , and pray may be 
read ) *and the frequent Complaints that have 2nd are daily made againſt others, 


who ſo zealouſly contend for this Liberty of imploying their own Carts and 


Servants , purely to carry on and continue their former Abules and Deceipts , 
which has been formerly denied themafter all the Arguments they could uſe 


for it; as appeares by a Report of the Committee made in the year 1664. which 


We humbly defire may alſo'be read and duly conlidered. 

Beſides, till the third year of King JAMES, the Perſons that then dealt in 
Wood and Coals, never had the privilege to uſe any Carts of their own , but 
were bound to ule ſtreet Carr-men , as other Traders d1d. 

But in the ſaid third year of King FAMES, Arno 1605. the Catr-men who 


were of ſeveral Companies were Incorporated with the ſaid Perſons that ſold Wood 


and Coals, and were called Weood-mongers, and by conſent of Common-Council 


and Governours of Chriſf-Hoſpital, (who had the Government many years before) 


the Government of the ſaid Carr-rooms was tranſlated to the ſaid Company of 
Wood-mongers , they paying 1501. per annum to the ſaid Hoſpital. 


When the Sellers of Wood were thus Incorporated with the ſaid Carr-men, they 
hired of Proprietors of Carr-rooms ſuch Carts as they wanted, and paid for them 


| by the week, the quarter, and the year, and others by turn or Load, and in time 


as they were able the Wood-monyers bought of the Carr-men Carr-rooms. 

The Sellers of Wood and Wharfingers finding it Chargeable to hire Carts 
coniulted to eaſe themſelves thereof, and in the year One thouſand fix hundred 
twenty and five, they returned to the Carr-mer, the Carr-rooms they held at hire, 
and ſold thoſe they had bought to their Wharfes to the Carr-wen : And then at the 


deceaſe of ſeveral Proprietors , 


They defeated the Fatherleſs an1 Widows of One hundred and forty Carr-rooms, 
and ſettled them to their ſeveral Wharfs in London , Southwark , St. Katherins , 
and other places, not paying a penny tor them, which coft the Owners Forty, 
or Fiity, or more Pounds each, and having thus ſerved themſelves, they beſtowed 
upon their Friends and Servants Forty tive Carr-rooms more for Twenty Shillings 
each ; And in the year One thouſand ſix hundred fixty and one, they made the 
Perſons to whom they gave the ſaid Forty five Carr-rooms at Twenty Shillings 
per piece, to pay Twenty 
Carr-rooms, as good as other Carr-men's were. | 

So that your Honours may hereby perceive the unreaſonable defires of theſe 
Men, that when they have ſold all their Carr-roomzs to us, and have received 
great Sums of Money of us, they would nevertheleſs ſet up Carts for themſelyes, 
above:the Number of Four Hundred and T wenty now allowed. 


Now 


ounds more each, to make their Titles to the ſaid 


| Reaſons offered by the Wood-mongers, 


{ [ F this Bill paſs, many poor Mex who 

are imployed by the Wood-mongers, 
as their Carr-men and others who get their 
livelyhood by them, muſt then be diſcharged, 
and conſequently they and their Families be 


brought to want , they being incapable of 


following other imployments, many of them 
having ſerved Apprentiſhips to the ſame , 
and Inhabitants within the City, and pay 
Scot and Lott where they awell, 


Now this being the general Anſwer to all their 
Objections, We come now to Anſwer all their 
Objections particularly againſt the Bill —-. 


The Carr-men's Anſwers. 
I. E Anſwer, That the Subject 
y V matter of this Bill is the ſame 
with many former As paſſed 

upon this occaſion , when the Fuelers have had 
the liberty of offering all the Obje&ions they 
could form in oppofition thereunto, ſo that 
here is no new reſtraint by this Bill, which 
they were not {ubje& too by the former, which 
have had the approbation of the Courts of 
Juſtice in this particular; and conſequently they 
ought not to have retained any other Servants 
more than were neceffary to fetch Wood and 
Coals to their Wharfs, which is not prohibited 
by this Bill; beſides they commonly imploy 
Foreigners who live in the Gut-parts, who 


have an abſolute dependance upon them, and 
dare not deted their Fraud and deceit in their 


, falſe Meaſures and Weights, for which ſo many 


' 2. The Wood-mongers have moſt of 
them laid out great Sums of Money in 
Building of Houſes, Stable and other Buil- 
dings, and the reſt have taken Houſes 
Wharfs at great Rer#s , and all of them 


having been at great charges in providing 


Horſes, Carts, and other convententes fit 
for their 7 rages, in hopes to ſupport their 
Families thereby : And if this Ad paſo, 
muſt not only Sell their Horſes and Carts to 
great lsff; but their Wharfs ani Buildings 
will be in great meaſure uſeleſs, and of little 
value, aud when occaſion requires for diſpo- 


x of them.it muſt be done to very great, 
lofo, 


many of the Wharfs ſtanding in places 
fit for no other Trade, © 
ef = 


judice of the Carr-wer, whoſe ſubſiſtance this h 


of them have been and are daily convicted. 


2. We Anſwer as before, That there is 
nothing new or ſurprizing in this Bill which 
might occaſion this Objection, the former As 
being the ſame in ſubſtance with this, and in 
force when the Faxellers Built theſe Howules and 
Stables which they now pretend wi:} be uſeleſs 
if this Bill paſs; though' indeed it can be no 
prejudice to them to have their Weod and Cogls 
carried out in the Town Carts; unleſs they 
eſtcem it {o,to be prevented or detefted in uſing 
deceitfol Weights and Meaſures, which is the 
true and only caufe why they contend fo zea- 
louſly for uſing their own Carts and imploying 
their own Servants,it being no more inſeparably 
incident to their Trade to carry out their own 
Coal and Wood, than it is to Merchants and 
other Traders, who may as well pretend to 
have Carts of their own as the Fuellers, who 
the late Chief Juſtice Hales declared did werk 
for hire, and in ſo doing would ingrofs two 
feveral T rades,contrary to what. has been here- 
tofore praiſed by then, to the manifeſt pre- 
as always been, and indeed to the preat injury 


of the Kings Liege people , who haye been grofely-:abufed and deceived in their Weights and 
Meaſures,-as is apparent .by the Report.of the Committee. in Sir-Fohn Lawrence bis Mayoralty, 
upon the complaints then made againſt the Fuelers (which We-pray may be duly weighed and 
conſidered;) And alſoby the ſeveral Convictions of the Faefers, and daily complaints againſt 
them ; And for their Horſes and Catts, they have had notice to diſpoſe of them ever ſince 


the year 1665, 
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3. The Wood-mongers zot having 
Carts to carry out Fuel, and Servants 
for whom upon all occaſions they muſt be 
anſwerable , it will be a means to arive 
them and their Trade into the Out-parts, 
and the Citizens and Trades-men will be 
incommoded by hireing ſtreet Carts, for 
carrying their Fuel, or in going into the 
Out-parts for the ſame, both which will ot 
only be troubleſome and dulatory,but likewiſe 


advance the price of Wood and Coals, 


4. The Citizens will be fiable to the ill 
behaviour and rude Language of the T ows 
Carr-men , whoſe\ Abuſes can no way be 
redreſſed without complaining to Chriſt- 
Hoſpital , which will be both tronbleſom 


and tedions, 


5. The Citizens who ſhall have any 
extraordinary occaſions at uſual hours for 
Wood, or Coals, cannot be ſupplyed 
although to their great damage F the Carr- 
men {zving ſo remote from the Wharfs , 
and the coaſideration for carriage not being 
a ſaſfctent reward to induce then to change 
their hours ;, whereas the Wood-mongers 
Servants now living about them , may be 
commanded at any hour upon extraordinary 
occaſion, ani alſo in cafe of fire to help their 
Netghbours without expetting a reward, | 


6. By the ſame reaſons the Wood- 
monger ſhall ot carry his own goods , 
becauſe of the Carr-men , zor Citizens, 
Shop-keepers or others , may ſend out his 

oods the Carriers or Cuſtomers houſe 
Tecanſe of - the Porters, they being Free- 
men, as well as the Carr-men , and 
the ſame paraly of reaſon ought to be 
proviaed for. | 


WIT 
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;. We Anſwer, They ſhall have a fufficient 
Number of Carts t9 attend their. reſpe&ive 
Wharts, for the Carriage of their Wood and 
Coals in London or the adjacent parts of it, at 
all ſeafonabletimes without any trouble or delay 
to them; An4q the reſpe@ive Maſters of the 
Crr-r00ms or their Servants (whom they ſhall 
always be accomptable for) ſhall from time to 
time give a fairhful accompt to the Fuellers, 
receiving no more for this Carriage than the 
Rates appointea and allowed;' and if ſo, there 
can be no colour for their withdrawing into 
the out-parts, and deſerting thoſe fair Buildings 
and W harts, which they themſelves tell us the 
have crecied at fo great a Charge, and which 
they are under no Temptation of leaving , 
unleſs it be to'get out of the reach of this 
Law; with a delign to prafice thoſe Frauds 
and Deceipts hererofore complained of without 
reſtraint or comptrol. 


4 We Anſwer, That the Carr-men are 
eaſily diſcovered by the Number upon their 
Carts , , and puniſhable if they in any ſort 
misbehave themſelves, whereas neither the 
foreign Servants the Fuellers imploy, nor their 
Carts can be eaſily dilcovered, which incourage 
them to commit thoſe inſolences which the 
Carr-men bear the ſcandal of , and which they 
would now reproach them with. 


5. We Anſwer, That the Laws of this City 
have appointed what hours the Carr-mes ſhall 
attend their labours, whereof many of them 
have habitations nearer the Fuellers Wharfts , 
than thoſe Servants they imploy, who will be 
ready upon all occaſigns, to ſerve them at all 
lawful hours; but to carry Wood or Ceals in 
the night time, which they ſometimes practice 
by their own Servants, the better to conceal 
their Fraud and Deceipt in falſe Weights and 
Meaſures, the Carr-men think it unlawful ; 
and for what: they would infinuate of their 
Charity ( when they have ſo often failed to 
obſerve the Rules of Common Juſtice ) the 
Carr-men hope that their's may be thought as 
extenſive, eſpecially ſince they live nearer the 
Wharfs than the Fuellers's own Servants, and 


may be as uſeful. in caſe of fire. 


6. We Anſwer, That certainly no rational 
Men can imagine that there is the ſame reaſon 
why all Trades-men and Shop-keepers , ſhould 
be prohibited from ſending out their Goods and 
Wares to the Carriers and elſewhere by any 
other than the Free-men Porters: As for re- 
ſtraining the Numbers of Carrs, Carts, and 
Carr-rooms, which has been ſo long praftiſed 
and approved of by all the Courts of Juſtice , 
for preventing the peſtring of the Lanes and 
Streets , and obſtruRing the paſſages from one 

_ Street 


ES: 


Street to another by great Numbers of Carts znd Carr-rooms, as well as for prevention of 
deccipt in the Saie and Meaſure of Coa!, which appears to have been praQiſed by the Preambles 
of the By-laws heretofore Enatted for this purpoſe, particularly by that A in Sir Fohn 
Lawrence's Mayoralty in the year 1655. and which is ſtill evident by the aforeſaid convittions 
of ſeveral of the Fucllers, and frequent complaints againſt others, whereof a Catalogue ſhall 
be produced in due time; And certainly We may now conclude that no ſuch ill con{equences does 
attend the ſending of Goods and Wares, by others than Free-men Porters, as are obvious in this 
caſe; and conſequently that they are much miſtaken, who E8nfidently aſſert, that there is the ſame 


Parity of reaſon for the one as the other. 


7. Such difficulty will ariſe by this 
pradtice, if the a ſhall be put 
upon us, as that reaſon of their im- 
ploying Servants at their own Wills, and 

utting them away when they pleaſe, We 
ſhall be left without remedy to prove our 
debts by the delivery of our goods, the 
evil conſequence whereof We leave to your 
grave conſideration. 


8. It ſeems impoſſible to prevent the 
Carr-men from taking up Loading in 
the Streets , if” induced thereunto by the 
proffer of greater prizes than they have 
for the Carriage of Coals , the conſequence 
of which will be ſo greatly injurious to the 
Wood-mongers, and alſo ſuch a difſ- 
appointment to thetr Cuſtomers (Citizens 
of London) who ſhall perhaps be waiting 
for the return of the Carts, and they 
come not at all , that We humbly deſire that 


this Worſbipful Court will ſo conſider , as 


B0t 10 pur upon HS. 
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g. If this At paſſ, the Carr-men 
out of a defire of getting the more 
Money , will Load as they now ao nine 
and ſomtimes twebye Sacks in a Cart, 
zot only to the detriment of the pavements 
of the City, but alſo to the danger of the 
People which paſs up and down the 


Ctreet, 


7. We Anſwer, That the Faellers have the 
lame ſecurity for proving of their debts that 
a!l the Merchants and Eminent Traders in 
London have, who conſtantly imploy the Carr- 
men, for conveying their goods and Merchan- * 
dizes; and the Fefers can have no greater 
aſſurance of their own Servants continuing with 
them (who are generally poor and neceſſitous 
as well as foreigners) than they. have of the 
Carr-men, or their Servants for whom they are 
accomptable, ſo that there ſeems to be no 
colour for this ObjeQion. 


8. We Anſwer as before, That a competent 
Number of Carts ſhall be aſſigned to attend the 
{everal Wharfs, and ſuch rules will be mace by 
and with-the conſent of the Frellers, to pre- 
vent what is ſurmiſed in this Objection , that 
they ſhall have no occaſion to complain for want 
of Carts to carry out their Wood and Coals , 
though they themſelves (as appears by the faid 
Report of the Committee appointed in Sir Fob 
Lawrence his Mayoralty, to conſider of Abuſes 
committed by Wood-mongers , in the Price 
Meaſure, and Weight of Coals) uſed (as beſt 
ſerved their turns) in Summer time to lay aſide 
a Carr-room or more a piece to promote a Winter 
Trade,by reſtraining and diſenabling themſelyes 
to ſerve out their Fxel in the Summer and chea- 
peſt time, that by pretence of overmuch work 
they might defer their Cuſtomers to the latter 
and dearer Seaſons of the year; And if any 
happen'd to make timely and cheaper contracts, 
they often fored them notwithſtanding to pa 
the Rates of the latter or dearer Seaſons, lich 
themſelves have choſe for delivery of the Cols. 
Which being duly confidered, it will be plain 
that the Carr-men are under noſuch Temptation 
of uſing Arts to enhance the price of the Coals, 
being only paid for the Carriage according 10 
the Rates appointed. 


9. We Anſwer, That We ſhall yield intire 
obedience to ſuch Laws and Rules, as may ef- 
tetually prevent the miſchiefs ſuggeſted in this. 
Obje&tion. : , 


[6 | 


to. It ſccms nnreefonable that the 
Wood-mongers, whol:we in the Ciiy, and 
are at charges towards the ſupporting the 
Government ther.of , lhould loſe their 


{ively-hoods by betng prohibited the uſe of 


their own Carts, for the carrying of their 
own g09as, mot carrying any for hire, for 
the ſale of the Carr-men, who for the moſt 
part l:ve out of the Freedom of the ſaid 
City, and what they git therein now , do 
and then will frendin the Suburbs to the 
zmparing the City, and inrichins the Onut- 
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it. It ſeems wery partial that the 
Wood-mongers only fhouls loſe their 
lively-hood, in being excluded from the uſe 
of their own Carts for carriage of their 
own goods , whereas their caſe is only the 
{2 mith the Brewers, Lime-men, Brick 
124 Tile-men, who keep Carts and drive 
their Trades uninterrupted within this 
Czty, 


12. It is humbly concezved that it was 
never the intention of this Honourabl- City, 
to give more encorragement to thoſe that 
tive out of the City, viz. the Tower, and 
beyond Temple-Barr, moſt of whoſe Trades 
depend on the City, and many that are no 
Free-mey will £njoy the benefit of carrying 
their own goods in their own Carts into the 
City; which thoſe Free-men, who inhabit in 
the City and pay T axes for the ſupport of the 


| Government, and bear all Offices, will be d-- 


barred of ;, and ſo the Freedom of rhe City 
which hath 17 all Ages been accompted agreat 
Flonour and privilege, will become burthen- 
Some ; and ſuch diſcouragements will ariſe 
therefrom,that it will be a hard matter t0 let 
thoſe Houſes that areempty,and to nopurpoſe 
Zo Build any more, when Foreigners ſhall 
have lib-rty to exerciſe their Trades undiſ 
#urbed, and the Free-men not permitted the 


ſame. 


10. We Anſwer, That it the Frekeys can 
make out what they aſlcrt, that they do not 
work for hire, they might have ſpared twelve 
of their thirteen Reatons offered againſt this 
Bit; ſince We conccive they will not then be 
{ubjecr to the penalties thereof; and certainly 
they are not reſtrained this liberty they to 
paſſionately contend for (as they would infinu- 
ate) purely for the ſake of the Carr-men,but for 
the Publick good ; and though they affirm thar 
the Carr-mez live in the Out-parts, and do not 
pay Scot and Lott witnin the Cityz yet is it 
well known that there are more in Number of 
them, Inhabitants within the City than of the 
Fuellcrs;, and that all che Workers of the Four 
Hundred and Twenty Carrs allowed do eat and 
drink daily within the City, which is more 
advantagious to the City, than what al] the 
IWood-mongers Servants do expend, did they live 
within the City, as indeed jew of them do. 


11. We Anſwer, That the Brewers heretofore 


' carriedout their drink in the Mornings andNight 


time , and did not pelter the ſtreets or obſtruct 
the paſſages, an that the ſame inconveniences 
do not attend their carrying out of their drink 
thenielves, as Joes moſt manifeſtly attend the 
Fellers carrying out their own Wood and 
Coals, wherein fo many of them have been 
found guilty of defrauding the People as afore- 
{ud; and for the Lime men, together with the 
Brick, and Tile-men, they very rarely orgever 
uſed Carts tiii the Fire-time, but uted Horſes, 
and Load out of the Liberties of the City ; 
and yet We conceive, That as well the Brewers 
Drays as their Carts, when working in the 
City, are under the regulation of theCity. 


12. We Anſwer, That it is humbly con- 
ceived this Bill will contribute much to the 
advantage of the Fuellers, inhabiting within 
the City and improving their Trade, and will 
tend as much to the imparing and leſſening of 
their Trade that live without the Liberties ; 
ſince the People will think themlelves ſecure 
from Frauds and. Deceipts in their Weights 
and Meaſures by this Bill, in dealing with tuch 
as are within the obligation of this Law, and 
will bediſcouraged from repoſing any confidence 
or dealing , with ſuch as inhabit without the 
Liberties, who have the opportunities of im- 
poſing falle Weight and Meaſure upon the 
People, by imploying their own Carts and 
Servants, which is the great privilege that 
Mr. Yeere, and ſome others of the Faellers 
are now pleading for , though he anc. ſome of 
the reſt have been convicted of it more than 
once already, which is taken notice of by the 
Carr-men with much reluftancy, ſince he- has 
the honour to be a Member of the Common- 
Council of this Honourable City , though he 


has 


* 
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has oppoſed the Government thereof to the higheſt degree. To this We might add, that all 
Citizens living without the C ity are liavle by their Oaths to the Laws made by the City, and it 
is hoped in time a ſhort Act of Parliament may b. procured, to give the City a power over all 
luch Cirts as are out ot the Libcrities, and do upon occaſion come into the City; in the mean 
time tis hoped the Frellers may ie convinced from the former part of the Anſwer, to this their 
reaſon againſt the Bill, that the Freedom of the City will not become at all burthenſom , 
nor the Rents of the City {ali by the paTing of this Bill, but rather the contrary, as has been 


{hown above. 


«Ko 


I 3. We humbly propoſ for the anſwer - 
ing the Juſt ice of this Elomoyrable Cty, 
ani for taking off refletioz or uaputation 
of Scanaal , that may fall :p0z any for n6t 
doing the ſame, that an At iy be paſſed , 
that all Traders iz Fuel my be obliged to 
Meaſure their Coals into their S:cks by a 
lawful Buſhel, or otherwiſe to have a ſworn 
Meeter at his or their Whart or Wharts, 


3. We Anſwer, That by this Bill as by all 
the former Acts mace upon this occaſion, there 
is proviſion made for a lawtul Buſhel and Sacks, 
to prevent Fraud'and Deceipt, and the Carr- 
mca do with all humility aftirm, That if this 
Bill now under your conſideration do not pals, 
it muſt inevitably ruine many Families of the 
Fellowſhip of the Carr-men , beſides the other 
ill conſequences that attend the not paſſing of 
it, to the inhabitants of the City in general,and 


whereby all occaſions of jealouſies i the ame their Common intereſt, which are before {pe- 
| cified; and which We humbly pray you would 


p a "OS , 5 B - 
hand ; 4h mY uſt ice on ow other hand will take into your lerious conſideration, together 
be r emoved , and then We doubt not but ith the Tranfacions in former Committees 
they will ſee that this will better anſwer and Common-Councils, wherein the  Fuellers 
the juſt cad and defire of every individual have been heard at large , in oppoſition to the 
Citizen , than the paſſing of this Bill that former Laws made to this purpoſe, and that 
now lies before you, which will be to the you would be pleated to provide, that Nir.Veere 
ruaine of many Familtes. | and his Brethren may not continue their abuſes 
tous, and you, by a Lai which they now ſeem 
to contend for, in oppoſing the paſling of this 
Bill, and endeavouring to gain a privilege and 
Liberty of uſing and imploying their own 
Carts and Servants, to prevent the diſcovery of 
their Frauds and Deceipts, and utterly to ruine 
and impoveriſh many Families of the Free-Carr- 
- men within this Honourable City. ; 
We therefore humbly pry , That the Bill now before you may paſs into a Law without any 
alteration whatſoever, an! the rather, for that the Order of Common Council ( whereby the 
late Act to this purpole ſtands reierred to this Honourable Committee) direRs that the fame be 
tpeedily perulcd and amended in fach parts thereof as Mr. Recorder ſhall advite, which We 
humbly preſume to mind you of, to ſhow that We humbly conceive 1t never was the intention of 
the Common-Council to gratiiy the clamorous importunity of thoſe Men, who had in all times 
oppoled the Government of this Honourable City to th: higheſt degree, Whereas on the 
contrary We the Carr-mer hav.,, an. will with all chearfulneſs ſubmit to the good Orders and 
Rules , which have or ſhall be made for our Regulation. 


The Anſwers to the Wiod-mozzgers Reaſons, were delivered in by the Carr-men the 18th. of 
Oftober, 1680. Ihe Committee having ordered the Wood mongers to attend the ſame time, 
Mr. Feere and one or two more appearec, and laid they had nonorice of this meeting , and pfay'd 
they might not be {urprized; the Committee althongh ſatisfied by Mr. an, that their Solicitor 
had timely notice given him of this meeting; neverthelels that they might have no cauſe to 
complain, they ordered, that all Perſons concerned ſhould now take notice that this Committee 
does reſolve to meet t5 morrow at Four of the Clock in the Afternoon, to hear what any Perſon 
hath to fay concerning the matters cepending before them. At which time the Comrittee being 
met , Council were fully heard on both ſides, not only concerning the Legality of the Bill depen- 
ding before the Common-Council ; brit allo to the Reafons of the Wood-mongers, and Antlers of 
the Carr-men, Whereupon the Committee dreyy up their Report as follows ; 


To 
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To the Right Honourable the LoxD MayOR, ALDERMEN, 
and Commons »/{ the City of London, 7 Common- 
Council aſſembled | 


| Hereas by an Order of this Honourable Court Dated the ſixth 
VV in{tant, declaring that at that Court the Committee of the Mar- 
kets, to whom an AcCct of this Court Entituled, An A&t for the 
Government of Carrs, Carts , Carr-rooms, Carters and Carr-men ; 
and for prevention of Fraud in Buying and Selling of Coals, was by this Court 
referred to be amended 1n ſuch parts thereof as Mr. Recorder ſhould adviſe, 
brought a Report, together with a draught of a new Bill touching the {aid Carrs, Wo” 
to be preſented and paſſed into an Act of this Court , and reciting the faid 
Report, wherein was expreſſed, that the ſaid Committee having ſeriouſly 
confiidered and debatcd the iaid draught and every part and paragraph thereof, 
and having therein taken the advice, aſſiſtance and ſubſcription of Mr. Recorder, : 
who did in the peruſal thereof peruſe alſo his Notes of the late Arguments of 
the Barons of the Exchequer upon this ſubjc& , were of opinion, that the 
jaid Bill might reaſonably paſs into an ACt ; and the ſaid Order turther declaring 
the reading of the ſaid Report, together with the faid new Bill, and alſo of the 
Fetition of ſeveral Hood-m20rgers, praying that they may have a Copy of the . 
{aid Bill, and their Objections heard before the paſſing of the ſame ; This ' 
Honourable Court did thereupon refer the further conſideration of the ſaid Bill, 
to a Committee therein tacit , and ordered the ſaid Wooa-mongers to appear 
and to make their ObjeCtions to the ſaid Committee, allowing them Coples of 
the ſaid Bill, and appointing Friday Atternoon, then next following for the 
Day of meeting, Ordered a ſpeedy conſideration and Report thereof at the 
next Court : Now We the ſaid Committee in obedience to the faid Order 
do humbly certify ; That we 1id upon the day therein mentioned, and ſeveral 
times ſince meet together, and in all our meetings have been Honoured with 
his Lordſhips : preſence and aſhſtance, We have alſo at our ſeveral mcetings 
heard and received what evez the ſaid Wood-mongers who had a Copy of the 
faid Bill, had to object, either Perſonally or by Council, as well Viva Voce 
as by writing, both to the Legality and expediency of the faid Bill, and it is 
our humble opinion that 420 Carts , area ſufficient Number for the Cargiage 
of all manner of Merchandizes and Fuel within the City of Loxdox and 
Liberties thereof; and that theglaid Bill as referred to us, and ſubſcribed by 
Mr. Recorder, may without any alteration reaſonably (and that the preſent »h 
diſorders for want of a fixed Law to redreſs them, require it ſhould ſpeedily) | 
paſs into an A& of this Court, and be publiſhed and put in Execution , 
all which notwithſtanding We humbly ſubmit to the grave Judgment of this | 
Honourable Court , Dated the 2oth. Day of OZober, 1680. % 
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Tohn Lawrence, Thomas Mofet , 
Tames Smith, George Sitwell,, — 
Gab, Wettenhall, Tohn Flayell. 
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The Common-Council being Summoned, the ſame Morning the Committee 
Signed the {1id Report , it was preſented to. the {ſaid Common-Council with 
the intended New Bill ; andialthough the 702d-450ngers were fully heard by 
their Council over Night, yet the next Morning they bring a Petition unknown 
to the other, parties. Fhe Petition 1s as followeth : 


OO _—— ah F2 _ 


_ 


To the Right Honourable Sir RoperT CLavTon, Knight, 


Lord Mayor of the City of London, and to the Right 
Worſbigful the, Aldermen and Commons*f the ſaid 
City.;; 4 Commun-Councul al embled, 


+4. Lig <1] 
" 


. 
. 


'2/The humble Petition of. che Wood-mongers, or Traders in 


_ ,*=" Fuel of the City of London. 
oy a 7 OT 74 © , 
Hounds, Slew , bo. PIESE7Y 


D=HAT your Petitioners have: feveral times attended the. Honourable 


of Carrs, &*c. and have humbly deſired them that Proviſion may be 
- therein made, that your Petitioners may be allowed to carry out their 
Woodanf'Coals from their Wharfs in their own Carts, and not to be forced to 
imploy Street Carts for the ſame, and your Petitioners are willing to ſubmit to 
all the good Laws and Rules of this Honourable City , touching the Regulation 
and Government of Carrs. 

That your Petitioners are informed the faid Committee have ordered their 
Report touching the ſaid Bill, to be delivered into this Hononrable Court, and 
have made no proviſion for your Petitioners to keep Carts, which will not only 
be prejudical to the Inhabitants of this City in general,and eſpecially your Petitio- 
ners, but will tend to the Ruine of many Families whoſe lole dependance 
is on the Fuel Trade, 


Tour Petitioners therefere weſt humbly pray this wnourable Conrt ( in tender 


conſideration of the premiſes before the paſſing of the ſaid Bill into an Att of Com- 
20#-Conncil_j to be pleaſed ro erant your Petitioners the liberty of being heard 
iz this Honourable Court by therr Council, where they dowbt not but to give ſuch 
reaſons as may induce this Honourable Court to make Proviſion for the Fuellers , 
that a Competent number of Carts, ana Carr-rooms, may be aſſigned to them for 
the carrying ont their own Goods to their Cuſtomers, tvey being willing and deſirous 
to ſubmit to any Regulations provided or intended to be proviaed, or as this Honoy- 
rable Court ſhall thiak fit and convenient. 


on this Petition they obtain'd the Order following. 


CLAY. 


the Committee, appointed to prepare a Bill touching the Regulation | 
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x 17 Day the/Contmittee, to whom the: Bill of Carys , Carts, &c. 
ay eo rder of this- Court Committed , brought in the ſaid Bill, 
41 & with their Report touching the ſame; the. Tenour of which 


_*... Reno og io theſe words : To the Right Hononrable ,. &C.. 

OO > ing whereof, and of the faid Bilt ; and alſo upon Reading the 
Peritign of the-#ed:momgers, thereby. praying , . that before the paſſing the ſaid 
AR, ſome proviſion may betherein made for them , for rhe carrying their own 
goods to their Cuſtsmers in their own Carts, and not to be for to imploy _ 
Street .Carrs z- and offering 2 proviſo to be inſerted in the ſaid Bill for that 0 
purpoſe: "This Coutt taking rhe ſame into Conſideration, and havirig heard* © 
Council here in Court on behalf of the ſaid YYvod-wongers , do think it fit and © 5b 
reaſonable , that the ſaid YYvod-mongers ſhould be gratified in the matter by 
them now defircd ; and to that End this Court doth recommut Fhe Fe Bill 
ro the ſaid Committee to conſider further thereof , and how the lai d- 
27101 i tray be accommodated! accordingly , and to. make Repory thereof 
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